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§ : HETHER the riofters in South

' -of the majority of people of
| ] South Vietnam, we have o idea. No
1 one, we suppose, could do more than
guess about it, for -the people of
that country never have been con-
| sulted by the governments which have
{imposed- themselves on them. -

the. other hand, perhaps they are
the 10 percent of the iceberg that
shows above the surface and under
. i|them is a vast but voiceless majority.
I | Whatever the truth, one aspect of
: Jthese riots must be disturbing to all
z |Americans. It is the fact .that, as
one wire service  said, “The riots

Jtones. In Saigon, one student speaker
‘|shouted, ‘Let this be a warning to
.|the United States. Do not interfere
JJin South Vietnam’s domestic prob-
‘llems.’ ”

flsmall group or for the majority of
[Vietnamese? Is the American pres-
‘lence in South Vietnam resented by
' [the people? Would the majority there
rather switch allegiance to a neutral-
ifist or even Communist goverhment
. than continue the war? Without some
-Isort of plebiscite, the.answers to
‘Jthose questions cannot be much more
‘Ithan guesswork.
;| Three American administrations—
‘fthose of Presidents Eisenhower,
[Kennedy, and Johnson—have ad-
-vanced the proposition that we are
in South Vietnam to help the people
f that country defend themselves
-pgainst Communist aggression. But
‘[what if this proposition is based on
‘b false premise? As we have asked

rnments keep asking for more and

e tnan) o e

Vietnam are expressing the will °

Perhaps these rioters are nothing’
more than a dissident minority. On -

:|generally had .anti-American - over--

Is this man speaking only for a

the south,

efore, what if the South Vietnamese.
on't want to be defended? It is
¢ that the various Vietnamese gov-'

nore Amencan aid, but these recur-

ring riots suggest that what the gov-
ernment wants and what the people
want are not necessarily the same.

A people which is not given the
opportunity to express itself in an
orderly process not infrequently ex-

. presses itself in a dlsorderly manner
. as in these riots.

In Washington, the government has
released, even though reluctantly, a
report bearing on this question. It
was prepared by Willard Matthias,
a member of the Central Intelligence
Agency's Board of National Estimates.
Administration sources iade it public.
only after learning that it was to
be published by a newspaper.

In the report Matthias broke sharp-;
ly with all the optimism that un’uh
very recently had been sounded m,
Saigon and Washington, and the, BOV=§
ernment made clear his opinions were?

does not appear to be in sight, the |
guerrillas (badly outnumbered, fre-

. quently armed with American weap-

ons captured from the South Viet-
namese army, and operating in what

is theoretically hostile territory) are

more successful than they have been

in a long txme, and the political situa--

tion obvxously is delicate.

The riots in South Vietnam and
the success of the Viet Cong make
us wonder—and not for the first time

" =about what ‘the people ‘of South

Vietnam really would hke.
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his own and not those of the gov-- -

ernment. Ie wrote:

“The. guerrilla war in South V1ct~ )

nam is in its fifth year and no end!
appears in sight. The Viet Cong m}
dependent largely upon‘i
their own resources but under the.

‘direction and control of the Com-\
‘munist regime in the north, are press-
-ing their offensive more vworously, .

than ever. . There remains serlousI

doubt that vxctory can be won, and

the situation remains very fraglle
About the most that Matthias could
foresee was “a prolonged stalemate.”’
This, of course, runs counter to\
virtually everythmg such men as De-}

‘fense Secretary McNamara, Ambassa-,.

dor Lodge, and P1e51dent Johnson‘
have been saying. And the words ;

.of one obscure C.LA. man may not's
weigh much when balanced agamst‘~
'those of such high officials.

At the same time, his words seem
to draw a miore accurate picture of :
what is going on in South Vietnam*
than those of his more illustrious”
x‘ellow 0ff1c1a1s The end of the war
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